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Unit 5a: Composition 

 
 
This assessment is very much like that of Unit 2 at AS level, but your composition is only 
worth half the marks (15% rather than 30%). For the remaining 15%, you will complete a 
technical study (Bach chorale), the details of which are outlined below. 
 
You will write a 3-4 minute composition in response to a brief published by Edxecel in 
September. Previous briefs have included a Rondo, a Concert Study and a Ritornello. We 
will give you guidance as to which brief is the most suitable and you will follow a structured 
programme of draft exercises. Although you do not have to complete a sleeve note at A2, 
you should still make sure that you take inspiration from other composers and that you 
include a coversheet that explains your piece. 
 
It is really good if you can record your composition, but there is no requirement to do so – 
a Sibelius version will suffice. 
 
The composition is completed in two phases as follows: 
 
Research and preparation  
The draft work that you do throughout the first two terms is counted as research and 
preparation. It “can be done outside the centre. There is no time limit to it. The results can 
be recorded in writing or electronically, and can be taken in and out of the centre and 
referred to during controlled writing time. However, the teacher must inspect them, and be 
satisfied that they are the student’s own work.” (Edexcel – Controlled Conditions for Unit 2) 
 
Controlled conditions 
When you have finished your preparation you will produce a piece under controlled 
conditions, with reference to electronic and written draft material: “this is when the final 
score of the piece is produced (either in handwritten form or via a score-writing package 
such as Sibelius). Students have a maximum of 15 hours’ writing time.” (Edexcel – 
Controlled Conditions for Unit 2) 
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A2 Composition Schedule 
 

Wednesday 14th December 

Deadline for: 

 Composition sketches 

 Structure table 
 

Friday 17th February 

Deadline for: 

 Completed draft score 

 Updated structure table 

 

Wednesday 5th April 
Deadline for: 

 Final draft score 

 

w/c 24th April 
Final controlled conditions write-up session 
for composition. 
 

 
 
Resources 
There is a Music Composition Resources Moodle with a range of scores and recordings to 
help you find inspiration for your composition. 
 
Music Composition Resources Moodle 
 
The Petrucci music library (www.imslp.org) has an astonishing collection of scores online 
for free – you can often find recordings on Spotify, YouTube or iTunes (if you don’t mind 
paying). Ask Tom or Iain for guidance if you need help looking for extra inspiration. 

http://www.imslp.org/
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Unit 5a Assessment Criteria 
As with the performance, your composition is given an overall mark out of 40. Once this 
‘holistic’ mark has been awarded, your composition is then given a mark out of eight in five 
separate areas. If the sum of these marks is different to the holistic mark, the examiner 
has to find a way of reconciling the two. 
 
 There are three compulsory criteria: 
 
Quality of ideas and outcome 
You are awarded marks for the extent to which you have met the brief set by Edexcel as 
well as on an overall impression of how technically secure your work is – in simple terms, 
this is a judgement on whether you you seem to know what you are doing or not. 
 
Coherence 
This mark is awarded for how you mange to balance the unity of the piece (does it make 
sense as a whole) with variety (i.e. contrast). Motivic links and understandable tonal 
structures, for example, make a piece more unified. You are also being marked on the 
overall structure of the piece. 

 
 
Forces and textures 
You are awarded marks for how successfully you write for the individual instruments as 
well as your handing of a variety of textures. 
 
The examiner will additionally mark your piece on two further criteria out of the following 
three: 
 
Harmony 
You are awarded marks on your choice of chords and chord progressions and on your use 
of dissonance. You are also given marks for successful use of modulations in tonal music. 
 
Melody 
The marks here are for how well your melodies are constructed, including your use of 
motifs. You also are awarded marks for successful part writing. 
 
Rhythm 
You will gain marks for the interest, effectiveness and variety of any rhythmic devices that 
you use as well as (particularly in pop music) use of drums and the way the rhythm of 
different instruments work together. 


